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Hello again! Quarter 3 is 
here at last! We are 
halfway through the 
school year, making one 
more semester left in your 
child’s middle school 
career!  
 
During the second quarter 
we studied physical and 
chemical changes and 
properties. Students spent 
a lot of time learning about 
the density of an object 
and how manipulating its 
mass or volume changes 
that density.  

Quarter 3 is here! 

 

What are we studying this quarter? 

 

Current Grade 

 

___________ 

 

Make sure to 

keep doing 

homework and 

turning in 

assignments!  

 

This quarter we begin by 

learning about other types 

of energy. We will start 

with mechanical energy, 

which is made up of 

kinetic energy, the energy 

of motion, and potential 

energy, energy that is 

stored. Students see this 

type of energy first hand 

as they build roller 

coasters and have to 

ensure they keep enough 

kinetic energy to get the 

coaster all the way to the 

end of the track!  

 

We then learn about the 

electromagnetic spectrum. 

Electromagnetic energy is 

thermal energy and the 
law of conservation of 
energy. Ms. Allen’s 
students created the best 
oven glove preventing as 
much conduction as they 
possibly could!  

 
 

The newsletter and any 
pieces of work sent 
with it will need to be 
signed by someone at 
home and returned by 
the date above.   
 

another form of 

energy around us. 

Ranging from weak 

waves, like radio 

waves, to visible 

waves, also known 

as visible light, to 

powerful waves in 

the form of gamma 

rays, 

electromagnetic 

waves serve many 

uses in our world.  

 

We end the quarter 

with an in depth 

look at those visible 

light waves and 

learn about different 

behaviors of light in 

different scenarios. 

For example, have you ever noticed 

light “bending” an object that is in 

water? That is due to refraction, which 

is the change in speed of light as it 

changes what it is shining through. 

Look at how the pencil below seems 

to be in a different spot in the cup!  

 

 

 

 

We then moved on to the 
beginning of our study of 
energy, starting with how 
thermal energy, or the 
heat a reaction is exposed 
to, can change the rate of 
the reaction. Students saw 
this in real time by 
experimenting with glow 
sticks at different 
temperatures. Ask your 
student if they remember 
which glow stick was 
brighter – the one that 
was warmer or cooler! 
 
We finished off the quarter 
with an in depth study of 

Name: 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
    Meet the Teachers 

 
 
Mrs Allen 
@eaallen4 

 
 
 
Mr. Jensen 
 
 
 
 
Ms. Pennisi 
@Pen4STEM 
Check twitter for 
notes and HW! 
 
 
Mrs. Wyss 
@amitywyss 

Send us pictures of your 

family doing our 

Science at Home 

Experiment via Twitter!  

Follow us @ROARMMS   

Science at home 

 

We had a great showing 

at this year’s science fair 

event!  

Over twenty students 

displayed their projects 

and we had a tough 

competition to select the 

nine that will represent 

MMS at the regional fair! 

A big thank you to our 

judges, Josh Maxwell of 

Turrel and Associates, 

Greg Costello of Lee 

Memorial Health System, 

Suellen Maxwell of NCH 

Healthcare System, 

Manatee Middle School Science Fair 2015 

 

More Information about This Quarter’s Content 

  
 

To learn more about our 

content for the quarter use 

a QR code reader, or type 

in the website below the 

QR code, and view the 

videos.  

 

Find videos about 

Mechanical Energy here: 

 
http://padlet.com/manatee

science/energy 

 

Find videos about the 

 

Create a rainbow inside! 

 

What You Need 

-A shallow pan 

-Water 

-A flashlight or sunlight 

-A white surface or piece 

of paper 

-A mirror 

 

What to Do 

-Fill the shallow pan about 

half way full with water. 

-Place the mirror in the 

water at an angle. 

-Shine the light into the 

water where the mirror is 

under water (or, using the 

sunlight, bring the pan and 

mirror outside so the sun 

can shine on the mirror 

underwater) 

-Hold the white paper 

above the mirror; adjust 

the angle until you see the 

rainbow appear! 

 

TAKE IT FURTHER!  

Create a labeled drawing 

of your rainbow. Label 

where the refraction and 

reflection are taking place!  

Electromagnetic Spectrum 

here: 

 
http://padlet.com/manateesc

ience/emspectrum 

Wendy Borowski of 

Manatee Elementary 

School, and Ryan 

Westberry of the CCPS 

Curriculum Department!   

Our 9 students advancing 

are: 
The Effect of Carbon Dioxide - 
Tink Huynh 
Are all sunglasses the same? - 
Anaeya Perry 
Aquatic Ecosystems - Quentin 
Warren 
Comparing Sunscreen - Anne 
Dorvilus 
Landing on Mars - Gerardo 
Gutierez Martinez 

Different Fertilizers -Nathanlia 
Martinez 
Hot in Here - Natanela Etierme 
Engingeering and Analyzing an 
Effective Structure to Reduce 
the Impact of Tsunami Waves 
on Shorelines - Asheley Gelin 
Cable Stayed Bridge vs. Arch 
Bridge - Edgar Cruz-Aguilar 

 

 

 


